
 

 

 
 
 

OSHA’s Hazard Communica�on Standard (29 CFR 1910.1200) requires employers to provide informa�on 
and training to employees regarding hazardous chemicals in the workplace and the proper�es of these 
chemicals. 
This program provides informa�on so that a worker understands how to properly handle, store, and 
protect themselves during normal use or upon accidental release. Hazard Communica�on applies to all 
workers. For More informa�on about Clemson’s Hazard Communica�on Plan visit OES – HazCom. 

Globally Harmonized System (GHS) 
The Globally Harmonized System (GHS) of Classifica�on is an interna�onally agreed upon standard managed by the United 
Na�ons. It includes criteria for the classifica�on of health, physical, and environmental hazards. OSHA will issue revisions as 
necessary, to remain in compliance with the GHS. 

• Under GHS there are 9 pictograms. They convey specific informa�on and are necessary to indicate the hazard of the 
chemical. 

Safety Data Sheets (SDSs) 
Safety Data Sheets offer detailed informa�on on materials being used or stored in the work area. The SDS provides informa�on 
on poten�al hazards, proper Personal Protec�ve Equipment required when handling certain chemicals, first-aid, advice on how 
to handle and properly store hazardous chemicals, and much more throughout the SDS formated 16 sec�ons. 
Electronic SDS documents are acceptable if all documents are available with consistent internet connec�vity and are also 
readily available via ChemTracker in SciShield or a web browser search. Hard copies are required un�l the conversion to the 
electronic form is completed. Contact OES that the electronic conversion is complete before archiving the printed copies. Some 
departments will need to maintain hard copy binders if electronic access is not available in the field for the workers in the 
various workspaces. 

Proper Labeling 
Chemicals, including commercial products, must be properly labeled. Per GHS requirements, labels must include the 
following: 

1. Product Iden�fier 
2. Pictograms 
3. Signal Word (DANGER or WARNING) 

4. Hazard Statements 
5. Precau�onary Statements 
6. Supplier Informa�on 

NEVER use or reuse any food or beverage containers for chemical storage. 
NEVER have an unlabeled container in your workplace. 
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https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.1200
https://www.clemson.edu/finance/oes/occsafetyhealth/industhygiene/programs/hazcom.html

